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TEN-MAN PNEUMATIC LIFE RAFT 
By the Materiel Division Correspondent 


Reowtae, eee test at Wright Field, 
Dayton, Ohio, has been a pnewnatic life 
raft, developed for use with large air- 
planes of the Bombardment type when en- 
gaged in over-water flight. When in- 

lated and placed in the water, the raft 
is capable of seating ten men, while a 
life line attached to the raft and ex- 
tending around it will support ten addi- 
tional persons. 

The supporting structure of this raft 
cansists of a latex rubber bladder with 
a heavy rubberized duck outer cover. The 
bottom is of heavy rubberized duck 
fabric, and contains three pneumatic in- 
flatable seats. The latex tubes are 
coyote with valves and manifolds for 
CO2 inflation. About five pounds of the 
CO2 is required for the inflation oper- 
atien, The cylinders containing the C02 
are attached to the raft and fed direct-' 
ly into the tubes. The weight of the | 
raft when inflated is apereasuately 115 
pounds. When folded, the raft can be | 
rolled inte a bundle approximating three 
cubic feet of space. | 


mew 





Four two-section metal oars make pro- 
pelling of the raft possible in the 
water for a considerable distance. Four 
army canteens of water, a quantity of 
emergency rations, emergency signal kit 
with six red flares, and a pyrotechnic 
pistol form additional equipment, All 
of these provisions are encased in 
water-proof holders. 

In order to repair possible punctures 
while afloat, an emergency is pro- 
vided. With a repair kit, this makes 
it possible to keep the raft afloat in- 
definitely. When inflated, the buoyan- 
cy is s that the raft is virtually 
nonsinkable. It will float even if 
turned upside down on the water, and 
has been found to be considerably more 
stable and more easily handled t 
the smaller sizes. 

In the Bombardment airplanes, the 
rafts will be stowed in a position 


| within easy reach of personnel. 


Experimental testing at Wright Field 
ee Boe completed, an order was 
placed for a service test quantity. 


ie) a 


FOUR-BLADE PROPELLER INSTALLED ON PURSUIT PLANE 


The first 4-blade controllable propel- 
ler to be constructed in this country, 
so far as is known, was recently insiall- 
ed for experimentai urposes on the U.S. 
Army Air Corps P-36 (curtise) Pursuit 
airplane at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 
This is the same airplane recently used 
for the installation and experimental 
testing of dual, rgess 9027 rotating 
prape? ers mounted in close tandem, 

e special object of these experi- 
ments will be to obtain comparative per- 
formance data on the airplane when 
equipped with the two types mentioned 
above, and also when :< pped with the 
usual constant speed 3-blade type. 

For a given propeller diameter, the 
solidity ratio of a propeller can be in- 
creased by adding blades. More effici- 
ent operation can thus be obtained for a 
he power and diameter at high alti- | 

udes, especially above 20,000 feet, The 
four-bladed propeller used has a Curtiss- 





electric, constant speed hub equipped 
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with dural blades of standard design. 
Tae rapid increase in engine powers 
for small airplanes, the Pursuit types 
for ozemp 2 necessitates an increase 
of effective propeller area (solidity 
ratio) without increase in propeller 
diamater, One solutionfor future de- 
sign purposes, therefore, revolves 
about the use of propellers having four 
or even a greater = of blades. 
mwmeQU0 mw 


The following-named Air Cores offi- 
cers, upon the completion of their tour 
of duty in the Hawaiian Department, are 
assigned to the following stations: 

Major John I, Moore and Captain Robert 
W. Douglass, Jr., to Mitchel Field,N.Y, 

Major Bernard J. Tooher to Langley 
Field, Va. 

First Lieuts. Edward S, Allee and 
Sory Smith to Chanute Field, I11, 

Captain Frank F, Everest, Jr., to 
Lowry Field, Denver, Colo, 








GRADUATION EXERCISES OF TACTICAL SCHOOL 


The tran este and usual routine of 
Austin Halt was broken Friday morning, 
May 12, 1939, due to the graduation ex- 
ercises of the 1939 Class of the Air 
eee Tactical School, Maxwell Field, 

a. 

After spending the preceding night at 
Langle Feld Va., and most of the day 
et Barksdale Field, La., Major General 
Henry H. Arnold, Chief of the Air Corps, 
piloting a Douglas B-18 airplane, landed 
at Maxwell Field on Thursday afternoon, 
where he was to be the baccalaureate | 
epectees for the graduation exercises. In 
the evening, General Arnold attended a | 





reception given in his honor at the Offi- 
cers' Club, where the commissioned per- | 
sonnel of the post and their wives had 


the opportunity to meet him or renew | 
their acquaintance. 

Graduation exercises began at 10:00 | 
a.m. Colonel Walter R. Weaver, Air 
Corps, Commanding Officer and School 
Commandant, who was the presiding offi- | 
cer, introduced General Arnold, who then: 
delivered his address (which appears 
elsewhere in this issue) and awarded the’ 
ie to the graduates. 

f the 76 officers who graduated, 60 
are = wre Pe a o, ee Sta 
ery Corps; 2,Infantry; 2, Signal Corps; 
Ly Dheriient Withers Seevies; A, Bicld 
Artillery; 1, Cavalry, 3, Marine Corps, 
and 1, U.S. Navy. 

The following is a list of the gradu- 
ates in order of rank: 

Lieutenant Colonels 
Almond, Edward M., Infantry 
Kingman, Allen F,, Infantry 


Majors 
Dutton, Donald L., Coast Artillery 
Persons, Wilton B., Signal Corps 
Trunk, dtto G., Air Corps 
Valker, Ralph B., Air Corps 
Lober, Clarence B., Air Corps 
Vitzthum, Harry L., Signal Corps 
Blessley, Rowland C.W., Air Corps 
Holland, Harvey H., Air Corps 
Post, Leo F,, Air Corps 
Gaines, Edmund P,, Air Corps 
Nelson, Fred C., Air Corps 
Morris, Edward M., Air Corps 
Souza, William B,, Air Corps 
Kelly, Oakley G., Air Corps 
Mollison, James A., Air Corps 
Woodruff, James A., Air Corps 
Lynch, Frederick D,, Air Corps 
Perrin, Zlmer D,, Air Corps 
Reily, Henry H., Air Corns 
L an, William M,, Air Corps 
Cluck, James C., Air Corps 
Harris, nay G., Air Corps 
Williams, ansloup P., Air Corps 


aptains 
Shelton, Cyrus Q., Coast Artillery Corps 
Gerhard, Frederick W.,Chemical Warfare 
Service 
Keifer, Homer W., Field Artillery 
Stace, Donald F,, Air Corps 
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Rush, Hugo P., Air Corps 

Mudgett, Gilman C,, Cavalry 
Gritfiss, Townsend, Air Corps 
Smith, Milton J., Air Corps 
Minty, Russell J., Air Corps 
White, Walter C,, Air Corps 
Jamison, Glen C,, Air Corps 

A pbs ( Charles G., Air Corps 
Nicholson, Arthur B,, Coast Artillery 
Smith, Archibald Y,, Air Corps 
Martin, Darwin D,, Coast Artillery 
Bump, Arthur L., Jr., Air Corps 
Crane, Carl J., Air Corps 
Ritchie, William L., Air Corps 
Bryte, Walter G., Air Corps 
Cabell, Charles P,, Air Corps 
McCormick, John H., Air Corps 
DeArmond, James K,, Air Corps 
Johnson, Alfred H., Air Corps 
Harris, Samuel R., Jr., Air Corps 
Doyle, John P,, Jr., Air Corps 
Baxter, Henry R., Air Corps 
McNaughton, Kenneth P,, Air Corps 


| Burwell, James B,, Air Corps 


Lee, Walter S., Air Corps 


| Malone, A.J. Kerwin, Air Corps 


McGregor, George W., Air Corps 
Daly, Meurice ¥., Air Corps 
Deichelman, Matthew K,, Coast Artillery 
Jones, John N., Air Corps 
Springer, Allen R., Air Corps 
Coleman, Frank J., Air Corps 
Gibds, David R., Air Corps 
Sams, William C., Air Corps 
Warburton, Ernest K., Air Corps 
Moore, Aubrey L., Air Corps 
Robinson, Stanley K., Air Corps 
First Lieutenants 
Persons, John W., Air Corps 
Harman, Leonard F., Air Corps 
Choate, Robert E.L., Air Corps 
Arnett, Charles T., Air Corps 
Straubel, Austin 4A., Air Corps 
Storrie, Carl R., Air Corps 
Navy Officer 

Overfield, David B., Lieutenant 

Marine Corps Officers 
Smith, Joe N,, Major 
Jerome, Clayton 0., Major 
Weir, Frank D., Captain 


In the past years the School has had 
a few months' recess before starting a 
new class, but this year the new class 
begins on June Sth - three months ear- 
lier than before, and as it is going to 
matriculate approximately 100 students, 
which is nearly 30 more than before, 
the School is now working under a forced 
— preparing material for the new 
class. 











---000--- 


The following-named Air Corps offi- 
cers are assigned to duty in the Office 
= wei of the Air Corps, Washing- 

on, D.C.: 

Lieut. Colonel Robert C, Candee, 
from the Hawaiian Department. 

Colonel Clarence L, Tinker, from 
the National Guard Bureau, effective 


1939, 
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GENERAL ARNOLD'S ADDRESS BEFORE TACTICAL SCHOOL GRADUATES 


I am happy to be here this morning to 
extend to you my congratulations upon 
the successful completion of your course 
of instruction. Tq. the Steff and Facul- 
ty I express my appreciation of their 
efforts, which have made this graduation 
possible. To the graduates from other 
than the Air Corps, may I say that it 
was a pleasure to have had you with us. 
Through associatior with you, we have 
gained a greater uwiderstanding of your 
problems. Your knowledge of us and our 
problems assures us of increased under- 
standing by the other Arms ~ and such 


mutual understanding is essential to suc- 
cessful teamwork in our national defense. 


To 


you of the Air Corps, this is a 
true " 


Commencement." You are entering 


upon a period that will be of intense in- 
terest to you - a period that will be vi- 


tal to the Air Corps. You will be call- 
ed upon for abnormal efforts, ani the 
training you have received during the 
pest eight months will be of inestimable 
value to you and to our Corps. 

I will give you a summary of our plans 
for the Froposed Air Corps Expansion. 
In two pee our airplane strength will 
expand 140%, from about 2300 to a mini-~ 
mum of 5500. About 3300 of these will 
be active airplanes and of these about 
2000 will be combat types. The task of 
rroduetion is, for the most part, on the 
shoulders of our aircraft industry. Our 
major task is to obtain, house, and 
train the necessary personnel. The mag- 
nitude of our training task is apparent 
when you consider that our officer per- 
sonnel will be increased about 90% and 
our enlisted strength by 25,000- a 140% 
increase. 

Even if we had a sufficient number of 
qualified Reserve officers available, we 


could not commission them all in the Rez- 


ular Army at one time without creating a 
promotion 'hump'. Our plan spreads this 
increase over ten years. About 400 wili 
be commissioned this year and about 128, 
_ attrition, each year thereafter. 
eserve officers will fill the remaining 
vacancies. Thus, early in the program 
we will have fewer Regulars than Re- 
serves. As time goes on, the number of 
Regulars will increase and the number of 
Reserves will decrease, until at the end 
of ten years we should have, roughly, 
the proportion of two Regulars to one 
Reserve. It is during the first. two 
years that the services of experienced 
officers will be invaluable. 
period new units will be formed and pres 
ent organizations will be subdivided, 
some as many as three times. Our exper- 
jenced Regular Personnel will be spread 
very thinly, and we will be faced by an 


During thay 


influx of Reserve personnel who will 
have to receive specialized training and 
be taught the multitude of other duties 
that the experienced squairon officer 
must know. 

To provide the required pilot person- 
nel, we will follow this plan: rimary 
training, 3 months, will be given at se- 
lected civilian schools. The ground 
school training during this period will 
be about the same as thet now being giv- 
en at Randolph Field. Basic training 
will be given at Randolph Field and ad- 
vanced training at Kelly and Brooks 
Fields. Specialized training will be 
taken over by the tactical units. 

There is a two-fold reason for trying 
this system of primary training. First, 
it saves us the expense of enlarging our 
Treining Center to take care of an in- 
creased demand that is temporary in na- 
ture; second, it gives us a test ona 
system to which we feel. we will have to 
resort in the event of a major war, when 
@ large number of pilots would be re- 
quired. We feel that our standard of in- 
struction cen be maintained. The civil- 
ian schools have been carefully selected; 
their instructors have undergone an in- 
structors' course at the Training Center, 
so that the training will be standardi- 
zed; and at these schools we will have 
our inspectors - you might well call 
them "stage Commanders"- who will check 
on the instruction and pass on all 
"washouts", 

Our enlisted problem is also a major 
one. In two years we must take in 
25,000 men, and of these about two- 
thirds must be given specialized Air 
Corps training. We are establishing a 
branch of the Technical Schools at Scott 
Field, where the month's basic ceurse 
will be given as a a mse gs cer- 
itain of the courses given at ute and 
iLowry Fields, which will operate on an 
;}expanded basis, Also, we plan on pe 
some selected civilian schools ts supple- 
ment our output of airplane mechanics. 

New units will be formed as equipment 
and personnel become available, At the 
conclusion of the program, we will have 
the following tactical organizations: 

5 Heavy Bombardment Groups, 6 Medium 
Bombardment Rhee 2 Attack Bombard- 
ment Grouvs, 5 Single-~Ingine Pursuit 
Groups, 2 Interceptor Pursuit Groups, 
2 Fighter Pursuit Groups. 

More than 40 nev squadrons of all types 
will be organized during the Expansion. 

In this program, we have just so much 
money to spend. We have to buy a cer- 
tain number of airplanes. A certain 
number of personnel are required to 
operate our active airplanes and to 
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carry on our other activities. Mainte- | 
nance requires its share. We have to 
buy bombs. We have to carry on experi- 
mental work. To do all this, we have to 
keep our construction costs as low as 
possible. Five new bases are to be con- 
structed — one each in Alaska, Northeast | 
United States, Southeast United States, 
Puerto Rico, and Panama. New stations 
in the United States will have but five 
sets of Officers and six sets of non- 
commissioned officers' quarters. Perma- 
nent barracks and quarters will be con- 
structed in Alaska and Panama, but CCC 
type barracks will be used elsewhere, 
and tropical type quarters will be con- 
structed in Puerto Rico. Hangars and 
technical buildings will be held to a 
minimun. | 
I have given you a brief outline of | 
} 
| 





the proposed expansion program which is 
our immediate problem. There are two 
other current topics of immediate and 
vital interest to Air Corps officers and,| 
indeed, to all officers in the Army, but | 
more particularly, of course, to those | 
of our branch. The first of these might | 


be termed: "Changing World Conditions 
Which Have Necessitated Revision of Arn- 


| 
aments." The President of the United 
States ably epitomized this thought when 
he aidressed the Congress of the United | 
States on the state of the nation, Jan- | 
uary 12, 1939, in these words: | 

"What needs to be emphasized is the | 
great change which has come over 
Tlicts between nations since the 
War ended, and especially during 
past 5 or 6 years. 

"Therefore, it has become necessary 
for every American to restudy present 
defense — the possibilities of 
present oifense against us. 

"Military aviation is increasing to- 
day at an unprecedented and alarming 
rate. Increased range, increased 
speed, increased capacity of airplanes 
abroad have changed our requirements 
for defensive aviation." 

The fore we | statements by our Com- 
naashatohan tebe ‘should be pondered over 
by every military man. 

Even the casual student of world af- 
fairs must be cognizant of the tremendous 
change which air armaments have brought 
to bear on national policy, international 
negotiations and current diplomacy. In 
his message to Congress, the President 
restated the Monroe Doctrine and what 
has been commonly called "Hemisphere De- 
fense". Congress is now engaged in a 
prospective revision of the Neutrality 
Act. There is ample evidence of the na- 
tional interest in the military estab- 
lishment in committee hearings on War De- 


con- 
World | 
the 





partment and Naval appropriations just 
concluded and on the sizeable increases 
for the military establishments contained 
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in the late appropriation acts. 

Abroad, there is no longer any attempt 
to hide or to evade the predominant part 
which air armaments are playing in in- 
ternational negotiations. o demon- 
strate conclusively the part which Great 
Britain feels thet air warfare plays in 
national safety, it is only necessary to 
point to the fact that her air budget 
for the coming year will be more than 
one billion dollars, or more than that 
for either her Army or Navy and more 
than twice our own outlay for the air 
branches of both the Army and Navy. 

The second of the prime considera- 
tions which I referred to may be called 
"A Recognition of Air Power and a Re- 
study of Its Application by Air Forces." 
There is a probability that next year, 
for the first time in its history, the 
course at the Command and General Staff 
School at Leavenworth will include lec- 
tures on Air Power and Air Forces, very 
Similar in scope and treatment to those 
which have for some time been taught 
here in the Air Corps Tactical School. 
For a long time the terms "Air Power" 
and "Air Forces" were held by most mil- 
itary men to be large words in the 
mouths of young Air Corps officers - inm- 








|' practicable, improbable, highly theor- 


etical, - anathema to the old school of 
military thinkers. It is quite evident 
now, however, that these terms "Air 


| Power" and "Air Force" have become gen- 
| erally accepted here and abroad. 


This raises one serious question 
which gravely concerns all of us. In 
our tactical tests and demonstrations, 
we must make certain that no deficien- 
cies in training belie or discreiit the 
claims we have made for the efficacy of 
Air Power and the accomplishment of Air 
Forces. Now that we have sold a new 
icea in warfare, we must make doubly 
sure that it is not unsold by the poor 
performance of our air units. During 
the next two-year period, our tactical 
units will become, in effect, training 
establishments, in order that the in- 
creased number of graduates of our 
schools may receive their specialized 
training. Many old equadrons will be 
broken up to form cadres for new units. 
It will be difficult, therefore, if not 
impossible, to maintain our efficiency 
on the present high plane we find in 
the GHQ Air Force today. To overcome 
in part this serious situation, I have 
recommended the formation here at Max- 
well Field of three demonstration squad- 
rons, which will be composed of combat 
crews trained up to the minute, and we 
shall rely upon these units to give the 
demonstrations at our special service 
schools and cooperate with the other — 
arms to the end that our claims for Air 
Power and Air Force may be ‘dDorne out 
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in practice as they have been expounded 
in theory. 

I have been in Army Aviation since 
1911 - for over 28 yeare - and I can say 
with assurance that military aviation 
has reached a stature, a prospect and 
a status far beyond our early dreams or 
our fairly recent. expectations. Whoever 
thought in the early days that fighting 
planes would fly at 500 miles per hour, 
that Bombers would weigh thirty tons and 
carry five tons of bombs for eight 
thousand miles; that single engines 
would develop tro thousand horsepower or 
that aerial cameras could make clear 
photographs through layers of clouds; or 
that instruments would be developed mak- 








ing possible accurate area bombardment 
on localities obscured by clouds or fog; 
that combat crews could ride in planes 
in the substratosphere, sealed in pres- 
sure cabins with the warmth, comfort and 
oXygen and pressure equivalent of normal 
earth level atmosphere. Yet all these 
things, though the nightmarish fantasies 
of yesterday, are the successful exper- 
iments of today and will be the mass 
production actualities of tomorrow. 
Undoubtedly we shall be called upon 
for great effort during the next two 
years, but the result will justify your 
effort. The President's Air Program 
will be accomplished and we shall have 
covered the first mile in providing 
this nation with an adequate Air Defense. 


non tghilion 


COOPERATIVE MISSION WITH INFANTRY 


The 26th Attack Squadron conducted a 
very interesting cooperative mission on 
April l2th with the 2d Battalion of the 
35th Infantry, Schofield Barracks, T.H. 
Major Becker, commanding the 2d Battal- 
ion, and Captain G.R.Acheson, commanding 
the 26th Attack Squadron, personally 
made the plans for the mission. 

The problem was one of attacking, har- 
assing, and delaying the ground troops 
who had to cover a short distance of 
open road and cross a gulch before 
reaching their objective. Only six air- 
planes were available to the squadron, 
so théy were divided into two flights of 
three each to simulate complete flights 
of nine-airplanes. The tactics of the 
attack, including the use of lime water 
to simulate chemicals, successive low- 
flying assaults, and feints that caused 
deployment and delay, were highly suc- 
cessful, according to Major Becker; and 
probably were very illuminating to all 
members of the Battalion as to the capa- 
bilities of Attack Aviation. Exception- 
ally instructive to the newer pilots in 
the 26th Squadron, the problem gave more 
training in tactics and technique in one 
hour than could have been gleamed in 
many hours of study from text books on 
the subject. 

The success of the mission and its 
high training value was due to the fact 
that both commanders personally discus- 
sed and planned its scope. "It is to be 
hoped", says the News Letter Correspond- 
ent, "that similar problems, which illus- 
trate so clearly to the remeee officers 
the capabilities and limitations of his 
arm, be conducted at frequent intervals. 

---000--— 

Lieut. Colonel Harrison W. Flickinger, 
Air Corps, is relieved from assignment 
and duty in Washington, D.C., and, for 
the convenience of the Government, pro- 
ceed to his home to await retirement. 


FRANCE FIELD VETERAN NON-COM RETIRES 


Master Sergeant George W. Edwards, 7th 
Reconnaissance Squadron, Air Corps, with 
more than thirty years of excellent ser- 
vice to his credit, was returned to the 
United States on the USAT "REPUBLIC" and 
sailed from thé Canali Zone, to be placed 
on the retired list at the Army Base, 
Brooklyn, New York, on April 30, 1939. 
Sergeant Edwards' first service dates 
back to December 30,1907, when he en- 
listed in the 64th Co.,Coast Artillery 
Corps, After three years with this or- 
ganization, he reenlisted for the 122d 
Co., Coast Artillery Corps, a similar 
period. He then reenlisted in the 3d 
Co.,U.S. Disciplinary Barracks, and 
served from April 11, 1914 to June 23, 
1930, when he decided he wanted to be an 
Air Corps soldier. His career in the 
Air Corps started with the 20th Photo 
Section, A.C.,then followed the 12th, 
14th, and finally the 7th Reconnaissance 
Squadron, A.C.,with which he served up 
to the present time. A testimonial din- 
ner was given on April 5th by the 7th 
Squadron, at France Field, in honor of 
this veteran non-commissioned officer. 
Sergeant eg eh = ears ex- 
cellent all the way. is discharge cer- 
tificates all bear iCharecter. "EXCELLENT, 
He has been discharged as a noncommis- 
sioned officer on each and every en- 
listment. In the Air Corps he served 
in grades up to Master Sergeant. Ser- 

eant Edwards now expects to make a 

orld Cruise. He will visit a brother 
in Australia, and will then return and 
settle on the West Coast. The record 
set by this veteran noncommissioned of- 
ficer is well known by his friends and 
members of his organization,who have th 
highest praise for his ability,personal-. 
ity and cooperative leadership. The en- 
tire organization is proud to congratu- 


late Sergeant Edwards upon his retire- 
ment and wish for him much 


i 
t a. 








, ney sailing for the res 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE 18TH PURSUIT GROUP 


The work and industry of the Hawaiian 
honey bee was emlated anton by the 
18th Pursuit Group, Wheeler Field. For 
two weeks during the latter part of April 

wee th ps, { tests, Department alerts and 
echnical inspections added their de- 
mands to those of routine flying, and 
the heretofore carefree "Peashooters" 
are looking rather serious. 

The annual Technical Inspection was 
made during the first week of the month 
by Major Edward V. Harbeck, of the 
Sacramento Air Depot. 

Due to the location of Wheeler Field, 
peg have long been handicapped x a 

ack of practice on radio beam facili- 


ties. ortunately, this field has re- 
pensar received a new type Link Trainer, 
and a 


1 pilots are neeeens @ course 
of instruction and practice on radio 
beam flying. 
The 18th Pursuit Group recently attend 
ed two very educational lectures at 
Hickam Field on subjects vital to offi- 
cers on duty in Hawaii, and they were 
given by qualified officers from the 


Headquarters of the Hawaiian Department. 


At 2340, April 17, 1939, the usual 


peaceful calm of Wheeler Field was shat- 


tered by the sound of "Call to Arms" 
telephone bells and alarm systems. 
Sleepy officers and soldiers were in- 
formed that they were "on alert" and or- 
dered to report immediate to their 
post of duty. The entire Hawaiian De- 
partment, exclusive of service commands 
on outlying islands, had been alerted. 
Shortly after 2400 o'clock, all units 


were reported present, and the recall 
order was given, 

The fourth goer ter: test for the 
Fiscal Year 1939 was held on April 18th. 


The 6th and 19th Pursuit Squadrons fired 
mass Lema f on three 30-foot tow tar- 
gets flown in formation, and the 26th 
Attack Squadron bombed and machine- 
gunned designated water targets. Briga- 
dier General Walter H. Fr » Commanding 
the 18th Wing, Air Corps, accompanied by 
Lieut. Colonel William &. Lynd, command- 
ing the 18th Pursuit Group, and his 
staff, made an inspection of airplanes, 
pilots and hangars, 6 

———0U0 -—— 


CONSTRUCTION OF CAMP AT MORSE FIELD 


The new Control Officer of Outlying 
Fields, lst Lieut. Richard T. Coiner, 
Jr., is constructing 26 tent frames at 
Worse Field, Hawaii, for future maneuv- 
ers, Construction is progressing rapid- 


Six enlisted men, under the command of 
Corporal Luther Thompson, all of the 
17th Air Base Squadron, have been loaned 
for the construction of the camp. Draw- 
ing commtation of rations, the men or- 
age their own mess and are enjoying 
he time spent away from routine duties. 





| dale Field, La., on the morni 

| April l2th to participate in the Third 

ae GHQ Air Force Demonstration the 
ollo 








AERIAL GUNNERY FOR BARKSDALE PURSUITERS 


For two weeks during the early part 
of April, the grey Louisiana dawn found 
the pilots of the 77th Pursuit Squadron 
of Barksdale Field, La., winging their 
way to the gunnery range, They were 
“rns open season on ground targets. 

e News Letter Correspondent de- 
clares that the P-36's have proven to 
be an ideal platform for both the 30's 
and 50's, Enthusiasm among the pilots 
is running high in anticipation of du- 
prlcating last year's record and kKeep- 

ng the coveted Luke Trophy in their 
possession for the third consecutive 
year. 

The cancellation of the annual Third 
Wing Maneuvers permitted the 77th 
Squadron to set up their aerial gunnery 


| camp at Galveston, Texas, on May llth, 


and which wes scheduled to continue un- 
til June 5th, which will be the first 


=. The second period will extend 
rom July llth to July 20th, 
a@=mwwQ0Q@—<—= 


GUNNERY DEMONSTRATION BY 79TH SQUADRON 


The 79th Pursuit Squadron, 2Oth Pur- 
suit Group, GHQ Air Force, left are 
fr) 


wing day at the Infantry School at 
Fort Benning, Ga. 

The Squadron of 18 airplanes demon- 
strated mass firing attacks against 
silhouette targets simulating a bombard- 
ment. flight in javelin formation, 
The firing formations used were a colunr 
of flights in two-plane elements and a 
squadron mass with flights echeloned 
down and to the rear, 

Six of the nine silhouette targets 
were destroyed by fire resulting from 
the use of tracer ammunition, e re- 
maining three targets were riddled by 
the heavy volume of fire. 


---000--- 


ADVENTURES OF A PARACHUTE 


Being loaned to a Cavalry officer at 
the Base Flight Section at Barksdale 
Field, Shreveport, La., for a flight to 
his home station at Fort Bliss, Texas, 
@ parachute, upon arrival at Biggs 
Field, Texas, was turned over to the 
Supply Officer on April 5th. While 
awaiting transportation for its return 
to Barksdale Field, the parachute was 
loaned to Radioman, first class, J.A. 
Dinan, of the U.S. Coast Guard Detach- 
ment, for a flight in airplane, Type 
J2W1 #V-158, and was used in an emer- 
gency jump from this craft on April 

th, near Alpine, Texas. After it was 
retrieved and returned to Biggs Field, 
it was immediately forwarded to Barks- 
dale Field, with remarks for Parachute 
(Continued on Page 8 
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FIFTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP ACTIVITIES 


The accelerated training i ram in 
the 5th Bombardment Group, Hic Field, 
T.H., in effect since the first of the 
calendar year, is showing considerable 
progress. . 

Of the five squadrons in the Group, | 
all but two have completed as ea a 
courses in both gunnery and bombing. The 
reitaining two squadrons will complete 
ted qualification training by June 

oth. 

During the first four months of this 
year, ange anteny five thousand prac- 
tice bombs have been dropped in conjunc- 
tion with other training. A course in 
dead reckoning navigation is now being 
completed, In addition, courses have 
been given in Chemical Warfare, Recon- 
naissance Aviation, Bombardment Aviation 
and Air Force, The courses have been 
nk tem ggg by several one or two-hour 
lectures on subjects of vital importance 
to officers of the Air Corps. 

Training in Combat Gunnery, poem 
ed by a course in skeet for all members 


DURATION RECORD FOR PURSUIT PLANE 


Selfridge Field has the privilege of 
claiming the unofficial world's non- 
refueling endurance flight for a single 
place, single engine, standard equipped 
service Pursuit airplane of 800 horse- 
power or more. The airplane is a 
Seversky P-35, and the duration of the 
flight was seven hours and twenty-three 
minutes. The plane was piloted end 
Lieut. Robert H,. Quigley, of the Head- 

ters and Headquarters Squadron, of 
the First Parsuit Group, and his flight 
was remarkable for the fact that he 
landed with forty gallons of fuel, un- 
der the orders of the Group Operations 
Officer. 

"Tt is calculated," says the News 
Letter Correspondent, "that Lieut. 
Quigley could have remained aloft nine 
hours and thirty minutes with still 
enough fuel remaining to land safely." 

Contending that no two motors are the 
same or that no two carburetors are ad- 
| Justed the same, Lieut. Quigley experi- 
|mented several days with different air- 





of Combat Crews is now being given atten- lanes in the Headquarters Squadron be- 


tion, 

From all indications, the month of Nay 
wags scheduled to present a full period 
of activity. 
a demolition bombing exercise was slated 
to be conducted by the Group on the 4th, 


i'Tore selecting his airplane. He then 
‘had several hours of experimental fly- 
|ing at different altitudes and with 


In addition to the routine, different throttle, carburetor and pro- 


|peller setting, together with their 
consequent effect on the engine per- 


5th, 8th and 9th, and the annual Hawaiim formance, oil temperature and cylinder 


Department Maneuvers were calculated com- temperature. 


—, to absort the energies of the 
roup from the 15th to the 27th. 


---000--- 


ORGANIZATION IN TWO PLACES AT SAME TIME 


When Major N.R, Laughinghouse, Air 
Corps, oy be for his new station, 
Merch Field, Calif., on the transport 
REPUBLIC, lst Lieut. William A. Schulgen 
assumed command of the 17th Air Base 
Squadron, In assuming command, Lieut. 
Schulgen became a dual squadron command- 
er, as part of the Base Squadron still 
functions at Old Luke Field as well as 
at Hickam Field. 

"An excellent job is being done by the 
new squadron commander," is the comment 
of the News Letter Correspondent, He 
adds that, although orders come in 
"ones! they are issued in "twos" -- to two 
fire chiefs, two commanders of the guard, 
two mess sergeants, etc. 


The following-named Air Corps officers, 
upon the completion of their tour of 
duty in the Panama Canal Department, are 
assigned to stations, as follows: 

Majors Leonidas L. Koontz and Peter E, 
seenae to Selfridge Field, Mt, Clemens, 


Captain Franklin C, Wolfe to Wright 
Field, Ohio, and lst Lieut. Thomas L. 


By Jr., to Chanute Field, Rantoul, 


It was also found that 
convectional air currents made it dif- 
ficult to maintain constant altitude 
with a full tank of gas, cruising at 
125 miles per hour, with 16 inches of 
manifold pressure. 

It was decided to wait until the wind 
was from the north across Lake Huron, 
with the resultant smoother air and 
|lack of convectional air currents. On 
iMay 3, 1939, the wind was 22 miles per 
hour from the north, The following 
information on this flight may be of 
interest to other pilots: 

The average speed of the flight was 
125 mp.h., and at no time was the air- 
pean lown at stalling speed. The 

irst three hours were flown at 3,000 
feet at 16 inches of manifold pressure, 
and the airplane could climb at 200 
feet per minute at 110 miles per hour 
during this time. The oil temperature 
never exceeded 67 degrees, and was 65 
degrees during the latter part of the 
flight. The cowling flaps had to be 
partially closed to keep a desirable 
cylinder temperature. 

After three hours, as the weight de- 
creased by fuel meg Hy the alti- 
tude was increased to 6,000 feet, The 
last half hour of the flight was per- 
formed at 13 inches of manifold pres- 
sure and air speed of 105 miles per 
hour. ‘The oil temperature dropped to 
|64 degrees and the cowling flaps were 
closed further, At no time did the 
motor miss or show signs of malfunction- 
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ing, Said Lieut. igley: "I certainly 
pared. $e land nith forty gallons of fuel | 
left. 

Fuel consumption averaged 21.1 gallons 
per hour, and during the latter part of 
the flight, 18 gallons, It is estimated 
that he flew 950 miles, and could have 
flown 1200 miles in the full period of 
nine hours and ~~ minutes. 

; ---000 





NOVEL HOME FOR BABY KITTENS 


Prior to a flight on April 13th of 
seven pilots of the 6th Pursuit Squad- | 
ron, eeler Field, to the middle islands’ 
of the Hawaiian Group, four new members | 


of the Squadron made their initial = 
pearance and were heartily welcomed by 
all, When the life rafts were being in-| 
spected for the trip, it was found that 
four baby kittens had established them- 
selves in the air-cushioned bow of one 
of the rafts. Needless to say, another 
raft wes found, and Technical Sergeant 
Vielock was appointed aeeren Nurse to 
Kittens, in addition to 
Flight Chief. 
e flight was made in P-26B <a 
under the leadership of Captain R.W. | 
Douglass, Air Corps. Fields on Molokai, 
Maui and Lanai were reconnoitered, each | 
member of the flight leading age pees 
of the trip. No encampment has yet been | 
made on the Island of Mani. The spec- 
tacular beauty of the white sand beaches, 
the surf, the maps ee jungles, and the 
many waterfalls of this island impressed | 
everyone, and the News Letter Correspon- | 
dent expresses the hope that the organi- 
zation will camp there sometime in the | 
future. | 
| 
| 


| 
| 
is duties as | 
| 
| 
\ 
| 


—— 


ORGANIZATION OF "AIR COMMAND SECTION" 


According to the Selfridge Field Cor- "Where it may 


respondent, the "Air Command Section" at | 
that field is believed to be the only 
"Air Command Section" existing in the 
Air Corps at the present time. An "Air 
Command Section" was organized within 
the headquarters of the lst Pursuit 


| 
Group, with the following functions: | 
fies Tt of the Group while in | 

b, Reception and evaluation of infor- | 
mation concerning the enemy in o ewation| 
within the net of the "Aircraft 
Service," 


c. Direction of the combat wnits of 
this Group by telephone and radio to the 
interception in flight of enemy aircraft 
operating within the range of aircraft 
assigned to this Group. 

Within the last few months, problems 
have not been carried out in great nun- 
bers, due to inclement weather, altho 
the training in the section was carrie 
out by “mock problems." Practice in 
theoretical problems is conducted, in- 


arning 
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| Of during these 


| Squadron, four attached 





Cluding keeping the time factors to the 
very second and,assuming that the enemy 
is close enough to be seen,it is consid- 
ered a good interception. 

When the weather permits good visibil- 
ity, one squadron will assimilate the 
enemy, whire one of the other squadrons 
will be used as the friendly force. By 
this method, each problem is worked out 
ben | carefully, and every bit of infor- 
mation and knowledge is taken advantage 
problems. 

Every problem is supervised by Cap- 
tain James E, Briggs, S-2 Officer, and 


| Major Lawrence P; Hickey, Group Command- 
er. 


---~000--~ 
GUNNERY CAMP FOR 19TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


Of late, the 19th Pursuit Squadron, 
Wheeler Field, T.E., was a eens 
Wing 


| for the annual move to the 18 


Gunnery Range at Bellows Field, Oahu, 


| Zade 
The Squadron was scheduled to spend 
about 14 deys in the field, moving to 


Bellows Field on April 27th and return- 
ing to Wheeler Field about May 11th, 
Good scores were anticipated, notwith- 
standi the fact that 1t was to be the 
first time for some of the younger 
pilots to fire the entire course, 

Besides the regular personnel of the 
ilots were to 
accomp the 19th into the field, 
namely, Lieut. Colonel Lynd, Captains 
Ramey, Kaye and Erickson, 


Adventures of Parachute (From Page 6 ). 





Record Card, repacked, and returned to 
the Base Flight Section to await fur- 
ther adventures. 
Says the News Letter Correspondent: 
payee? to you as 'just 
another parachute,' an old parachute 


/ Man can read plainly written upon its 


sturdy straps: ‘I am located in the 
heart of the Southern Military Airway, 
whence come you and —— now?™ 


FIRST PURSUIT GROUP ANNIVERSARY 


Friday, May 6, 1939, marked the 
twenty-first anniversary of the organi- 
zation of the lst Pursuit Group, and 
the occasion was celebrated by banquets 
given in each organization of the 
Group, At each separate banquet, the 
respective squad.cn commander read the 
history of the Group, the war history, 
and the names of the "Aces" of the 
Group, 

---000--- 
Major Oliver P. Gothlin, Jr., Air 


Corps on completion of his tour of 
duty in waii, is assigned as AirCorps 
Representative at the Boeing Aircraft 


‘ le, Washington. 
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NOTES CONCERNING THE ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


Brigadier General Arnold \N, Erogeted, 
Air Corps, Commander of the Second Wing, 
GHQ Air Force and former Commandant of 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
was a visitor at Kelly Field, Texas, 
from May 15th to 18th, He arrived from 
March Field, Calif., where he had been 
inspecting Air ee training activities, 
and was accompanie > Major Caleb V, 
Iiaynes, Air Corps, pilot of the B-15 
used on the trip, and Commander of the 
“9t.. Bombardment Squadron, hee | Field, 
Va.; Lieut, C.B. Le ; Lieut. W.L. 
Curry; Technical Sergeant A. Cattarius; 
Staff Sergeants D.L. Spicer, W.J. Heldt, 
H.L. Hines; and Corporal J.E. Sands. 
While routine inspection was being 
made on the huge "Flying Fortress," 
General Krogstad, Major Haynes and 
Colonel E,A, Lohman, Assistant Command- 
ant of the Air Corps Advanced Flying 





port to the Air Corps Tactical School, 


Colonel E.A, Lohman, Assistant Com- 
mandant of the Air Corps Advanced Fly- 
ing School, has been detailed as Direc- 
tor of Flying Training, during the tem~ 
porary absence of Major Isaiah Davies, 
who is now at Wright Field, Dayton, 
Ohio, as a member of an aircraft evalu- 
ation board, 

The Commanding Officer of the 63rd 
School Squadron, Captain Dyer, and the 
Squadron Engineering Officer, Lieut. 
Bishop, are giving preference to the 
Older men of the organization who have 
been trying for years to attend 
the Air Corps Technical School, Asa 
result, four Air Mechanics, lst Class, 
and one Air Mechanic, 2nd class, are 
now included in the following list of 


School, flew to Matagorda Island. General eight men who are now taking courses 
Krogstad and his party took off in their | at this school; viz: 


BelS at 8:00 a.m., May 18th, enroute to | 
Langley Field, via Barksdale and Maxwell ! 
Fields, 
anes Harvey W. Prosser, Albert C. 

Foulk, Walter 3, 
Captains Elmer T. Rundquist and Russell 
E, Randall were recipients recently of 
orders directing them to proceed to Max- 
well Field, Ala., for enrollment as stu- 
dents in the June 1, 1939, class at the 
Air Corps Tactical School, They will be 
On a temporary duty status for about 
three months, instead of for nine months 
as in the past. Upon completion of the 
course, they will return to Kelly Field 
on their original assi nts with the 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School. 

ien- 

id, 


have finally found their way to the Ad- 
vanced Blying School after first being 
used by tactical organizations, "To 
date, six of the planes have been re- 
ceived at Kelly Field," declares the 
News Letter Correspondent, "and an in- 
definite number of others are expected 
before training of the next class 
starts - we hope!" 


Basic combat planes, originally des 
ed for advanced training at Kelly Fie 


Orders were recently received assign- 
ing the following-named officers to 
Kelly Field for station and duty with 
the Air Corps Advanced Flying School, 
— completion of their course of:in- 
struction as students at the Air Corps 
Tactical School, Maxwell Field, Ala.: 

Captains Henry R, Baxter, Arthur L. 
Bump, Jr., Robert E.L. Choate, Frank J, 
Coleman and lst Lieut. John W. Persons. 

Kelly Field looks forward to the ar- 
rival of these officers, who will re- 
lieve the officer personnel situation 
during the absence of a number of the 


| McGibeny and Claude M, Timme; Sergeant, 
Richards, John V. Hart, ;4.M. 2nd Class, John fF, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Dyer, has ceased activit 





Sergeant, A.M. lst Class, Aldei J, 
Bariteau and Private, lst Class, Robert 
B, Kercher, Commnications Course. 

Sergeants, A.M. lst Class, Dan £, 


Tracey, and 
Corporal, A.M. lst Class, Oren Nix, 
Airplane Mechanics Course. 

Private, Specialist ard Class, 
Nathaniel A. Pape, Airplane Mechanics 
Course. 

Corporal Anthony B. Sedlock, Air 
Corps and Technical Supply Clerk 
Course. 

This Squadron has more men lified 
for entrance to the courses aft the 
Technical School than all of the other 
squadrons combined. 

The 63rd School Squadron boasts that 
it has the finest flower gardens in the 
Army. Every known flower in the book 
is now grow around the barracks, 

"We are pari calaniy proud of the vari- 
ous types of roses in the large beds in 
front of the Squadron," says the News 
Letter Correspondent. "Such a floral 
array does much to improve the appear- 
ance of these old 'war-time'’ buildings. 

The famous 63rd School Squadron Or- 
chestra, directed by Captain Harvey F. 
for the sum- 
mer months, The Big Musician and As-~- 
sistant Director, Sergeant Bariteau, 
is now pursuing the Communications 
course at Chanute Field, ire the win- 
ter winds begin howling through the 
old barracks again, the orchestra will 
be going strong, building pleasure and 
morale. 

Major George M, Palmer was detailed 
as Station Administrative Inspector,in 
addition to his other duties, replacing 


officers who are now under orders to re- aaa John C, Crosthwaite, relieved. 
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INSPECTION TRIP TO PUERTO RIOO 


/ Major General Delos C. Hnmons, Command- 
ng 
ed to Langley Field, Va., at 8:45 o'clock 
on the night of Monday, May 15th, from 
Puerto Rico, where he and Brig.General 
George C. Marshall, recently named as 

the next Chief of Staff, conducted an 
inspection. 

General Emmons, who used one of the 
army's famous "Flying Fortresses", left 
Langley Field on tee Bese of the preced- 
ing week, with Lieut. Colonel Robert 
Olds as pilot and Major Harold L.George 
as co-pilot. The first leg of the 1,000- 
mile journey carried the flight to Miami, 
Fla., where the plane was refueled, and 
from there the trip was resumed to 
Puerto Rico. 

General Emmons expressed satisfaction 
with the trip and said that conditions 
were favorable. However, he made no com 
ment regarding the purpose of the 
inspection. 

Others who composed the crew of the 
"Flying Fortress" were Capt. Frederick E. 
Glantzberg, navigator; Staff Sergt.Jacobd 
E. McDonald, crew chief; Sergt. James J. 
Boutty, assistant crew chief; Privates 
Archie R. Jester, Joseph H, Walsh and 
Walter G. Wilson. Corporal Albert E, 
Smith and Private Albert G. Smith accom 
panied the plane as far as Miami and 
maintained radio communication during 
the flight. 





---000--- 
BRITISH AIRMAN VISITS LANGLEY FIELD 


Wing Commander David F. Anderson, of 
the Royal Air Force of Great Britain, who 
is on a "good will" tour of the United 
States and is engaged in a study of the 
progress of aviation, was a guest on May 
llth and 12th of Colonel Lawrence S. 
Churchill, Base Commander at Langley 
Field, Va. Wing Commander Anderson was 
conducted on tours of inspection at the 
Peninsula Airdrome, and on the afternoon 
of May llth made a visit to Yorktown, 
Williamsburg and Jamestown. 

Ke left the Peninsula post on May 13th 
for Norfolk Naval Base and will also vis- 
it various air fields throughout the 
country before concluding his tour of 
inspection, - 

~—=—OU0—--— 


LANGLEY PLANES MAKE MASS FLIGHT TO 
NATION'S CAPITAL 


Fifty-one Langley Field fighting planes 
took part in ceremonies at Washington, 
D.C., on May 5th, serving as an air es- 
cort for President Anastasio Somoza, of 
Nicaragua. The planes left shortly after 


eneral of the GHQ Air Force, return- 





' 10:35 in the morning, made the 40-min- 
ute flight to Washington, and returned 
to the Virginia Air Base immediately 

after the conclusion of the ceremonies, 

Making the flight were 42 P-36A sin- 
gle-seater planes of the Eighth Pursuit 
Group, under the command of Lieut. Col. 
William E. Kepner, and nine "Flying 
Fortresses" Boeing Bombers, of the Sec- 
ond Bombardment Group, under the com 
mand of Lieut. Colonel Robert Olds. 

The planes engaged in brief maneuvere 
over Washington, in honor of the Nica- 
ra Chief Executive. 

he Pursuit planes were from Head~ 
quarters Squadron, 33d, 35th and 36th 
Pursuit Squadrons. The Flight Command- 
ers were Majors Russell L. Maughan, Nea 
Schramm; Captains John E, Bodle, Glenn 
Barcus, Clyde Richard and lst Lieut. 
Francis Griswold. 

Pilots for the bombers were Colonel 
Olds, Captains Robert B. Williams, Wil- 
liam D. Old and lst Lieut. Curtis E, 
LeMay, of the 49th Squadron; Major Har- 
old L. George; Captains Carl B. McDan- 
iel and Darr H. Alkire, of the 96th 
Squadron; and Captains Alva Harvey and 
Neil B. Harding, of the 20th squadron. 


---000--- 
KELLY FIELD BOWLER MOWS 'EM DOW 
Feeli the urge for a little exer- 
cise early one morning recently, Pri- 
vate Ben Prine, of the Quartermaster 


Corps Detachment and star Kelly Field 
bowler, sauntered over to the field's 
bowling alley for a practice session. 
It was a lucky urge for Prine. After 
a couple of practice balls when he 
registered strikes, he came through 
with twelve more to join San Antonio's 
exclusive group of "300" bowlers. All 
the hits were New Yorkers, witn the 
exception of two, which were perfect 
Brooklyn strikes. Privates Boyd 
Patterson and Donald Duckett, of the 
Hearne es and Headquarters Squadron, 
Air Corps Advanced Flying School, wit- 
nessed the feat, . 

wwe 0 one 


PURSUITERS ON LONG NAVIGATION FLIGHT 


Eight officers of Selfridge Field, 
Mich., under the command of Major 
Willis R, Taylor, of the 27th suit 
Squadron, recently returned from an ex- 
tended cross country flight which took 
them as far east as Hartford, Conn., 
and as far south as Dellas, Texas, The 
trip was made with ancene difficulty, 

mmm Onm—— 


Upon the completion of his tour of 
duty in the Panama Canal Department, 
Major George W. Polk, Air Corps, is as- 
signed as Assistant Air Corps Digtrict 





Representative, Western Procuremené. Di: 
cet, with station at ingot 
V-~8074, A.C. 
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ARMY DAY AT THE MIDDLETOWN AIR DEPOT 
By the News Letter Correspondent 


bes 6, 1939, was celebrated at the 
Middletown, Pa., Air Depot by holding 
open house, and it proved to be the most 
successful event ever held in the comm- 
nity, A heavy downpour of rain did not 
ares the enthusiasm of the public on. 
military aviation, as over 18,000 people 
of all ages attended. He se Pre- 
paratory and High Schools declared holi- 
days, in order that their students might 
attend and see how milit airplanes 
are repaired and recommissioned for use 
in the military service, Young America 
really attended in force, and some re- 
mained until the curfew rang. 
The oa Sago, | for Army Day was very 
adequately handled by Major Cressy. 
Newspapers and radio for a radius of 50 
miles cooperated fully, as attested by 
so large a turnout with such miserable 
weather, 

A very neat souvenir program was pre- 
pared and given away free. This program 
contained the order of displays, ogo 
ther with a description of how civilians 
might obtain employment at the Depot, a 
brief description of the new proposed 
Apprentice System, "How to Become an 
Airplane Pilot," Recruiting in Regular 
Army, and Recruiting in Regular Army 
Reserve, 

The main feature of the exhibition 
was the complete shvwing of how a wreck- 
ed acrelaee was taken thro various 
steps from the wrecking trailer through 
disassembly to final assenoy and flight 
test, including a demonstration of radio 
flight control, The Depot Supply Ex- 
hibits included my of flying cloth- 
ing and all Flying 
even & 8 
plies for 
plane. 

Tea was served local citizens of pro- 
minence by the Depot Engineering Offi- 
oe Major Dunn, and his staff assis- 

ants, 

During the many favorable com- 
ments by the oablic were heard on the 
quality of work essential to maintenance 
of equipment, and it is believed the 
time opens in showing the public how 
their tax money is spent by the Army Air 
cores was used to qo8e advantage in edu- 
cating the public in general. In addi- 
tion etters of appreciation were 
received y Colonel Wuest, Post Command- 
er, from prominent public officials, 
manufacturing concerns, Rotarians, 
Kiwanis, etc., for courtesies extended 


em, 

Parking and police on the post was 
handled by Major Drumm and members of the 
end Transport Squadron, Due to theheavy 
rain, the parking of cars was quite an 
ordeal, but it was handled with dispatch 
and courtesy throughout the eS e 
members of this organization should be 
congratulated. 


oading in an Air Transport 


-1j. 


quipment accessories- 
le Air Transport load of sup-! 


| 








FREAK STORM FATAL TO FLYING CADET 


Two Randolph Field Flying Cadets, re- 
turning to their airdrome on a night na 
igation flight on May 18th, were trappe 
by a freak storm, 50 miles short of 
their goal, forcing both to take to 
their parachutes, Flying Cadet Donald 
E, Roberts, 23, of Bessemer, Alabama, 
was killed - possibly as the result of 
striking a tree after the descent in a 
miniature twister which suddenly swept 
across the course. Flying Cadet Malvern 
H. W. Brown, who also leaped from his 
BI-9 training ey at the height of 
the storm, is in the Fort Sam Houston 
Hospital with a broken leg. 

Fifteen Flying Cadets departed from 
Corpus Christi, Texas, at five-minute 
intervals on their last navigation 
elgg of the present Basic class. The 

irst thirteen of them completed their 
mission with no untoward incident. 

Cadets Roberts and Brown were the 


| last two to depart from Corpus Christi, 


and when in the Mie goed, Bhar Falls City, 
Texas, are believed to have encountered 
the "twister," which residents in the 


| vicinity of the twin crash declared 


swept across a small area, Two instruc- 
tors, also returning from Corpus 
Christi, passed through the same area 
within ten minutes after the accidents, 
and reported nothing unusual in the way 
of weather. 

A thunderstorm was stationary about 
20 miles off the course during the 
ge and a meteorological officer 
was patrolling the area at the time as 
an added precaution against just such 
an occurrence. 

"It is believed," says the News Let- 
ter Correspondent, "that the twister 
suddenly developed from the main storm 
area, dashed across the course followed 
by the Cadets, and shortly after dissi- 
pated, Residents in the vicinity of 
Falls City reported considerable damage 
to houses and barns." 

---000--- 


SECOND OF NEW CADET BARRACKS COMPLETED 


The second of the two new Flying 
Cadet barracks, under construction 
since last fali, was formally turned 
over to the Flying Cadet Detachment, 
and Company "D" will move into their 
new quarters as soon as furniture, beds, 
etc., can be installed. Thus, the four 
companies of the Cadet Battalion each 
have their own barracks, relieving the 
temporary congestion which arose when 
the size of the student classes was in- 
creased one hundred percent in March, 
1938. The south half of the basement 
of this building will be used as the 
be Fa Cadet Supply Room, and the north 
half will serve as the Flying Cadet 
Carpenter Shop, also as a storage room 
for the Post Quartermaster. 
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END OF THE FLIGHT 


By Frank Welsh 
Hqrs. Squadron, 7th Bombardment Group 
Hamilton Field, Calif. 





Dedicated to, and in memory of, the officers 
and men who crashed in a B-18 Bombing Plane, 

piloted by lst Lieut. James D. Underhill, 
U.S. Army Air Corps, on the afternoon of 
December 23, 1938, at Uniontown, Alabama. 


Grey dawn streaked the Marin hills 
With long, shining arrows of light; 
Twin motors roared on the apron, 
Warming up for the flight. 


Then, the great silver ship, in the dawning, 
Like a monster bird of prey, 

Roaring a challenge of power, 

Soared out over the bay. 


Pilot and crew on duty, 
Brave and dauntless men, 
Sailing away in the morning, 
Never to come again. 


They flev the ship on its mission, 
Still at their posts when it fell, 
To perish in awful disaster, 

In a flaming, fiery hell! 


Died as soldiers do, bravely, 
Those gallant, fearless men, 
Serving the flag of their country, 
Faithful until the end. 


On the twenty third day of December, 
That splendid ship came down, 
Taking toll of our finest, 
In the crash at Uniontown. 
tema 
OVER 


WINGS AMERICA 





Hats off! to our defenders of the sky, 

Hats off! to the men who dare to fly. 

From shore to shore their praises sing, 

Around the world let its echo ring, 

That all humanity may hear and know 

That our Air Defenders will conquer the foe. 

Salute those imnortals who gave their all 

That the Stars and Stripes never fall. 

‘lay the whir of your wings, the Spirit of 
the Air, 

Be heard ‘round the world where bombs burst 
end flare. 

Onward to glory, hold your bemners high, 

That America may forever dominate the sky. 

Oh, Defenders of the Air, to Liberty be true, 

Write victory in the sky, your will to do 
or die, 

For America and the Red, White and Blue. 


~ By Laura Meda McDowell Fisher, 
1030 Leroy Aveme, 
Ferndale, Detroit, Mich. 
---900=-<= 
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NOW FLYING CADETS...FORMERLY 7??? 


Apprentice embalmers and aircraft de- 
signers - practicing attorneys and ani- 
mal husbandrymen - sailors tefore the 
mast and radio research engineers - 
these are some of the varied profes- 
sions followed by the Flying Cadets of 
Randolph Field before the whining roar 
of airplane engines beckoned them to a 
career in military aviation, 

Flying Cadet R.A. Nowotny was an ap- 
prentice lineman, working on "the high 
tension stuff carrying up to 48,000 
volts." Cadet E.F. Porter was a seaman 
on a private yacht on the Great Lakes 
before entering Randolph Field in the 
March, 1939, class. Cadet R.K, Brock 
spent five months in the Lockheed fac- 
tory, working on the XP-38, which they 
were constructing, while Cadets B.M, 
Sheldon worked as apprentice embalmer; 
J.S. Pirruccello practiced law and P, 
Harkley followed the profession of ani- 
mal husbandry. 

Flying Cadet J.N. King was a radio 
engineer at experimental station WOXAD, 
engaged in research on locating tropic- 
al hurricanes by means of cathode ray 
tubes. 

Other professions listed by this one 
class at the Primary Flying School in- 
clude* chromium plater, electric sign 
repairman, brokerage clerk, bituminous 
chemist, rancher, commercial pilot, 
forestry, surveyor, “beef rassler," 
draftsman, fertilizer salesman, medical 
student, meteorologist, ambulance driv- 
er, Naval Academy student, and motion 
picture projectionist. 


---000--- 


RANDOLPH FIELD WEATHER OFFICE NOTES 


Under the direction of Lieut. T.S. 
Moorman, Assistant Weather Officer at 
Randolph Field, Texas, all personnel, 
except graduates of the Weatker School 
at Patterson Field, Ohio, are taking 
classes in meteorology on Mondays, 


| Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays in pre- 


peration for the jir mechanics exaimina- 
tion which will take place on June 5th, 
as well as for the observers' examina- 
tion on June 15th, Any A.N., reniae now 
held by the weather personnel are issu- 
ed by the various fields, but beginning 
July 1, 1939, the Weather Squadrons 
will issue the ratings. 
The classes are being conducted by 
Sergeants A.W. Throgmorton and J.T. 
Treat. 

Lieut. D.Z. Zimmerman, Weather Offi- 


| cer at Randolph Field, has speeded up 


work on a meteorology text book he is 
writing, in order that it may be com- 
pres in time for use in the. civilian 
rimary Flying Schools, . The book will 
which Privates 


have man llustrations: 


J.H, Spikes and W.W. Beir are drawing. 
Lieut. T.S, Moorman is assisting wi 

the book, 
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PLAN FOR ARMY AIR CORPS MECHANICS TRAINING 


In an announcement by the War Depart- 
ment on June 1, 1939, which is designed 
to inform the eligible young men of the 
nation of the opportunity they may have 
after ig | 1, 1939, to procure a well 
balanced technical education in the “4 
eration, repair and maintenance of mod- 
ern aircraft and its accessories, the 
Hon, Harry H, Woodring, Secretary of War; 
stated that under present plans, which 
are dependent on Congressional i cepa 
ations, the authorized enlisted strength 
of the Army Air Corps will be increased 
by 23,644 ei, the ter July 1, 1939, 
to June 30, 1940, All of the men neces- 
sary for this increase will not be en- 
listed at once but will be composed of 
monthly increments, as follows: 

During the months of July, A st, 
September and October, 1939, 1200 men 
will be enlisted each month; for the 
months of November and December, 1939, 
and January and February, 1940, 1500 
each month; and for the months of March, 


April, and June, 1940, 3211 each 
month ng a total of 33,644, 
Of this number, the Army plans to train 


17,149 as specialists in all the tech- 
‘nical subjects relating to the mainten- 
ance and operation of aircraft and its 

accessories, 

The remainder of 6,495 will be used to 
fill existing vacancies in Air Corps or- 
ganizations, both in the United States 
and in foreign possessions. 

The number to be trained will be divid- 
ed among selected Civilian Schools; 
Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illinois, and 
yey Field, Denver, Colorado, as fol- 

ows: 


At Selected Civilian Schools 


No, of 

Subject Students 
Airplane Mechanics 1,000 
t Chanute Field, Rantoul, Illinois 


Airplane Mechanics 6, 980 
Aircraft Machinists 323 
Aircraft Welders 271 
Aircraft Metal Workers 590 
Parachute Riggers 414 
Carburetor Specialists 240 
Instrument Specialists 616 
Electrical Specialists 498 
Eropa tier Specialists 336 
Radio Repair and Operation 2,934 
Link Trainer Specialists 96 


At Lowry Field, Denver, Colorado 


pirowees os eee, om a) eS 
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Engineering and Coeetinnnye” 2,400 

In order that all applicants for en- 
listment may have no false impressions 
concerning this Army training, the fol- 
lowing regulations and procedure will 


| can be discharged at the end of 





apply: 
bniy regularly enlisted men of the 


Army will be given this Wretning and 
no one will be trained as a civ lian 
The term of enlistment is three years. 
Anyone who desires to enlist should ap- 
ply to the nearest Army Recruiting Of- 

ice, Suitably qualified men, citizens 
of the United States, between the ages 
of 18 and 35 years, are alas bed but 
applicants under 2i years of age are 
required to have the written consent of 
their parents or guardian, 

Upon acceptance by the Recruiting Of- 
ficer, each man then become a private 
in the Regular Army and is paid $21.00 
per month, plus board, uniforms and 
other cloth (except civilian clothes) 
He is then assigned to an Air Corps sta- 
tion where he is given basic training 
in the duties of a soldier. During 
this training the soldier makes = 
tion to attend school in any of the 
foregoing selected subjects. He is 
then given tests to insure that he has 
the ability to pursue the course. which 
he has selected. Such test consist of 
a mental alertness test and a mathemat- 
ical examination which covers the sub- 
jects of arithmetic end algebra. 

If, upon completion of these tests, 
the applicant is selected to attend the 
mechanic school and receive training in 
one of these courses, he is then placed 
upon the schoo] eligibility list and 
will be transferred to one of the above 
schools for training as vacancies occur. 
The present capacity of these schools 
is being rapidly expanded to accommo- 
date the additional personnel which 
must be trained. It will be some time, 
however, before most of the soldiers 
who now enlist will have an opportunity 
to attend the schools, but he may ex- 
pect to attend any course in one of the 
schools sometime during this three-year 
enlistment. 

n ey ET of his technical 
training, he is then eligible for pro- 
motion within the Arny, t if he does 
not care. to remain in the Service Te 

e -_ 
year period and return to civil life as 


-@ competent technician in his chosen 


line of work, 

The Civilian Schools referred to, pro- 
viding for the training of 1,000 Army 
Air Corps enlisted men, are: 

Curtiss-Wright Technical Institute ¢ 
Aeronautics, Grand Central Air Terminal, 
Glendale, Calif. 

The Aeronautical University, Inc., 
1330 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago,I11l. 
Roosevelt Field, Inc.,, Aviation 
School Division, Roosevelt Field, No. l, 

Mineola, L,I., New York, 

artan School of Aeronautics, Apache 
Boulevard & Chamberlain. Drive, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, ~ 

Casey Jones School of Aeronautics, 
Inc., 534 Broad Street, vemera? NJ 
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New England Aircraft School, 126 New- 
bury Street, Boston, Mass. 
Parks Air ap ik Inc., Parks Airport, 
East St. Louis, I _o 
owsQQ0 om 


SONS OF AIR CORPS OFFICERS ASSIGNED 
TO ACTIVE DUTY. 


Under Special Orders of the War De- 
partment, recently issued, two ogy | 
commissioned Air Reserve Officers, end 
Lieuts. Bailey Cavenaugh Cook and Tar- 
leton Harvin Watkins, who graduated from 
the Air Corps Advanced x School, 
Kelly Field, Texas, May 25, 1939, were 
assigned to extended active duty - Lieut. 
cook to Mitchel Field, L.I., New York, 
and Lieut. Watkins to the Hawaiian De- 
partment, 

Lieut. Cook, son of the late Lieut. 
Colonel Seth W. Cook, Air Corps, U.S. 
Army, attended the U.S, Military Academy 
at West Point, N.Y., for two years. He 
then attended George Washington Univer- 
sity, Washington, D,C., and Purdue Uni- 
versity, West Lafayette, Indiana, each 
for a period of two years. 
going flying training at the Air ar 
Traini Center, he specialized in At- 
tack Aviation. 

Lieut. Cook's father diéd at Chanute 
Field, Ill., February 10, 1929, at which 
time he was in command of that station. 


While under- | 


| Air Corps Training Center. 





He entered the military service during 
the Spanish-American War, enlisting in 
the Cavalry on June il, 1898: Appointed 
from the ranks, he was commissioned a 
second lieutenant of Cavalry on February 

’ . After seeing service with the 
Punitive Expedition in Mexico, under 
General Pershing, he was detailed to the 
Aviation Section, Signal Corps; took 
flying a erogey at the Aviation School 
at San Diego, Calif., and was rated a 
Junior Mil at A Aviator on June 15, 1917, 

While with the Air Corps, Colonel Cook 
served successively at Columbus, New 
Mexico, with the lst Aero Squadron; at 
Kelly Field, Texas; Gerstner Field, Lake 
Charles, La.; Scott Field, I1l.; Elling- 
ton Field, Houston, Texas; and Taylor 
Field, Montgomery, Ala, While at 
Ellington Field, he organized and com- 
wanded the Second Provisional Wing. 

. Prior to the reorganization of the 
aviation branch of the service in 1920, 
Colonel Cook returned to the Cavalry,and 

after serving a brief period with tue 
lst Regiment at las, Arizona, he was 
oxo ty commissioned in the Air 

orps and served at Kelly Field, Texas, 
and as Air Officer of the 5th Corps Area 
at Columbus, Ohio, prior to his being 
assigned on June JO, 1928, as Commanding 
Officer of Chanute Field. 

Lieut. Watkins, the son of Captain W.¥. 
Watkins, Air Corer U.S. ry * stationed 
at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., also 
specialized in Attack Aviation at the 


| at Selfridge 


Prior to 
his appointment as a Flying Cadet he 
attended three different institutions 
of spanning - the University of Mary- 
land, the University of Dayton and 
Texas A. & M. College. 


---000--- 


NEW PLANES FOR 27TH PURSUIT SQUADRON 


The 27th Pursuit Squadron of the lst 
Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, Mt. 
Clemens, Mich., is now arrives with 
its full complement of 29 P-J36C air- 
Planes and one C-40A, 

The twelve newly assigned pilots of 
this Squadron who are recent graduates 
of the Air Corps Srelaane Center will 
climax their training flight period 


| with a navigation flight over a dis- 


tance of 1 miles, to be completed 
during one day. These pilots have been 
under the supervision of the Flight 
Commander, Captain Paul B. Wurtsmith, 
17th Pursuit Squadron, for three months 
for the participation in combat flight 
assignments, beginning July lst. € 
proposed navigation f ight, originating 
ield, will follow routes 
to Langley Field, Va.; Bowman Field, 
Ky., aud return to Selfridge Field. 
Such an itinerary is beyond comparison 
with the memories of these yo offi- 
cers of their training days at the Air 
Corps Training Center, when the "Round 
the Horn" flight in P-l2's absorbed 
three days for approximately the same 
distance, 0 
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OPENING OF FLOTATION GHAR NECESSITATES 
EMERGENCY PARACHUTE JUMP. 
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Second Lieut. Conrad F. Necrason, Air 
Corps, of the 3rd Pursuit Squadron, 
Nichols Field, Rizal, P.I., made a suc- 


cessful parachute j from a P-26A 
airplane over Laguna De Bay, Rizal 
Luzon, P.I., on the morning of ril 


A 
20th. The accident occurred while he 
was making a routine reconnaissance 
flight. 

Toe News Letter Correspondent states 
that the cause of the accident is be- 
lieved to have been the opening of the 
Pursuit plane's flotation gear, While 
making a climb to an elevation of 5,000 
feet, the gear opened and Lieut. Necra- 
son lost control of the plane, which 
dived toward Laguna De Bay. He attempt- 
ed to right the plane and remained in 
it until it had reached an altitude of 
about 2,000 feet. The craft was fall- 
| ing at thé rate of about 250 miles per 
| hour, and the pilot had to "bail out" 
las a last resort. He landed near the 
| Fort William McKinley Reservation, 
| about five miles from Nichols Field,and 
| sustained a slight injury to his ankle. 
|. The Nichols Field Aircraft Accident 




















AWARD FOR ATTACK-BOMBER AIRPLANES 


The Acting Secretary of War, the Hon- 
orable Louis Johnson, announced on May 
20th an award to the Douglas Aircraft 
Company, of Santa Monica, California, in 
the amount of approximately $15,000,000 
for the production of a new design of 
Attack Bomber, ~ 

The price includes spares, but not the 
cost of engines, propellers, armament, 
radio equipment, etc.,furnished by the 
government, 

This is an all-metal monoplane, power- 
ed with the large Wright "Cyclone" engine 
with supercharger. Some of these planes 
are equipved with Hamilton Standard pro- 
pellers and some with Curtiss Hlectric 
propellers. It is equipped with flaps 
or air brakes, retractable landing gear, 
radio and all the moiern aids to safety 
and efficient flying. 

The Douglas Company's designation for 
this plane is DB-7, The Army Air Corps 
designation has not yet been assigned. 

The grenent Attack Bomber is the re- 
sult of intensive studies made of the 
aircraft used in operations in both 
Spain and China, y taking advantage of 
the lessons learned in these conflicts, 
it has been possible to combine in a 
single plane the good features of the 
Attack ees which has been developed 

rimarily by the United States, and of a 

ight fast Bomber, In recommending tue 
poreonae of this Attack Bomber, Major 

eneral Henry H. Arnold, Chief of the 
Air Corps, advised the Acting Secretary 
of War that "this plane has a better 
performance than any comparative air- 
plane in production or in service any- 
where in the world today." 

The Acting Secretary of War also an- 
nounced awards to the Glenn L, Martin 
Company, Baltimore, Md., and the Stear- 
man Aircraft Company Wichita, Kansas, 
for the ge de of their Attack Bom- 
bers in the amount of approximately half 
@ million dollars each. 

The planes to be procured under the 
award to the Martin and Stearman Com- 
panies are essentially the same as the 
pene which were entered at Dayton 

hio, in the Attack Bomber competition, 
circular poets for which were opened 
on March 17th. The improvements found 
to be desirable as the result of exten- 
sive tests will be incorporated into the 
Eaanes to be produced as the result of 
his award to the bi companies. 


All tactical transportation of the 
ist Pursuit Group, Selfridge Field, 
Mich,, was inspected by the Group Com- 
Mander on May <Oth. With Group Hars. 
and Hqrs. Squadron operating under a 
reduced strength, the Squadron had to 
call on combat squadrons for personnel 
to operate the transportation, 





72ND BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON COMPLETE 
AERIAL GUNNGRY. 


Commanded by Major Oliver P, Gothlin, 
Jr., Air Corps, the 72nd Bombardment 
Squadron, Hickam Field, T,H,, ceompletec 
on March 25th their aerial Fammety 
phase of the Training Year 1938-1939, 
as required by paragraph 20, Training 
Regulations 240-40 (Tentative) . 

n an open water range, roughly 20 
miles off the west shore of Oahu, the 
Squadron, in spite of range restric- 
tions and much interference by fishing 
sampans and other craft, nevertheless 
set an enviable record with an average 
score of 509 per man. : 

All the forty-two gun positions allo- 
cated to the Squadron are now filled 
with qualified expert aerial gunners 
(12, less 3 who returned to the main- 
land prior to completion of the course, 
were filled by previously qualified 
Guanerey. In all, six officers and 

hirty-two enlisted men qualified as 
expert ners during the course. As 
three officers had puevneuene quali- 
fied, 100% of the officer personnel 
Sinchuding two attached) are now quali- 
ied expert aerial gunners. 

To Corporal Lloyd D. DeFreece went 
the honor of having the highest indi- 
vidual score - 776 out of a possible 
800. First Lieut. Jack W. Hickman 
turned in the second highest individuel 
score, with a total of 704 hits, Third 

lace went to Second Lieut. Lewis L. 
undell, who obtained a score of 692, 

By the use of ammunition which had 
the bullet noses painted with distinc- 
tive colors, several men were permitted 
to fire into the same target, and thus 
reduce the time required to return to 
their base to drop the target after 
each event. No difficulty was experi- 
enced in identifying hits. 

Second Lieut. Conrad H, Diehl was 
Range Officer during the conduct of the 
phase, 0 


BRITISH AIRMAN VISITS MITCHEL FIELD 


Wing Commander D,F, Anderson, of the 
British Royal Air Force, who just re- 
cently arrived in this coutry, was 4 
visitor at Mitchel Field, L,I., New 
York, on May 4th. Commander Anderson 
is on duty with the Air Ministry in 
London, and is in the United States for 
the purpose of inspecting American air 
fields, manufacturing plants and vari- 
ous technical facilities in connection 
with aviation, Mitchel Field was his 
first stop on an itinerary scheduled to 
take him to the Pacific Coast and re- 
turn, He expects to be in the United 
States about one — 
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